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| He Vnitie of your Church, 
(Excelient Souerat2ne) 15 4 
| thinge n0 leſle —_ 
| than the Vnion of 
| Kingdomes, being both 
; Works wherein your hap- 
pineſle may contend with 
your ggorthineſſe, Having 
therefore preſumed not tlic your Maicſties 
ny a acceptation, to ſay ſomewhat of the one, 
n the more encouraged not tobeeſilent inthe 
other ;therather, becauſe it isan Argument thar | 
hauerrauelled here;ofore: But S4'229n commen - 
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deth a word ſpoken in ſeaſon; and as our Sauiour 
(peaking ot the dilicerning ot (eaſons) (aith, hen 
you ſecaclendriſmms mthe ll eſt,you ſay it witbe a ſhoure: 
© your Mxe;{ze, riling to this Moxarchue in the 
Welt parts of the World, doth promiſe a(weete 
and fruithull ;howre of many bleſsings vpon this 
Church and Common-yealth, a ſhowre of that 
influence,as the veric firſt dewes and drops there- 
of, haue alreadic layed the fformes and windes 
throughout Chriſtendome, reducing the verie 
face of Europe, to a more peaceable and amiable 
Countenance. Buttothe purpole. 

Itis verietrue that theſe kccleliaſticall matters, 
are thinges not properly appertaining to my pro- 
feſsion, which 1 was not ſo inconſiderate, bur to 
obicet co my (elte:bur finding that it is many times 
(cenc, that a man that ſtandeth off, and ſomewhat 
remooued from a plot of ground, doth better 
{uruay it anddiſcouer it, than thoſe whichare vp- 
ponit, I thought it not impoſsible, bur that Iasa 
looker on , might caſt mine cies vpon ſome things 
whichthe Ators themſclues, (eſpecially ſome be- 
ing intereſſed, ſomeledand addicted, ſomedecla- 
red and ingaged)dMY nor, or would not [ee ; And 
that knowing in my conſcience, whereto God 
beareth witneſle, that the thinges which I ſhall 
{pcake ſpring out of no vaine of popularitie,often- 
ta-ion,delire ofnouchie, parcialitieto either (ide, 
diſfoit:on tointermeddle, or any the like _ 
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Imay concciue hope, that what I want indepth 
of judgment, may be counteruailed in ſimplicuie, 
and (inceritic of affeQtion. But cf all thinges, this 
did moſt animate me, thatI found in thele opini- 
ons of mine, (which I haue long held and embra- 
ced, as may appeare by that which 1 haue many 
yeres (ince written ofthem, — the pro- 
portion neuerthelefle of my w e)a conſent 
and conformitie with that which your Majeſtic 
hath publiſhed, of your owne moſt Chriſtian,mot 
wiſe and moderate ſence in theſe cauſes - wherein 
you haue well expreſſed tothe World, that there 
15 infuſed in your lacred brefſt from God, that hye 
principle and poſition of Gouernment, T hat you & 
e ho'd the whole more deere, than any part. 

For vho ſeethnot, that many are affeted and 
i4e opini6in theſe matters, as if they had not lo 
:nucha delire to purge the euill from he good, as 
0 countenanceand proteQ: the cuill by the good. 
()thers (pcake as if their ſcope were onely to (et 
torth whar is good, and not to ſeeke forth what is 
polsible, which is to wiſhand not to propound. 
Others proceed, asif they had rather a minde of 
remoovuing, than of reformiggg, But howſocuer 
eith-r (ide as men, though excellent men ſhail run 
mtro extremities, yet your Vajeſtie, as amo? wile, 
equa!!, and chriſti--Moderator,is difpoſed ro find 
out the 2o0lden mediocritie,m the eflabliſhment of 
that which is (ound, and inthe reparation of thar 
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which is corrupt and decayed, To your princely 
judgement then | doe in all humb!eneile, (ubmir 
whatlocuer | (ha!l propound, &6!:cr nz the ſame 
but as a mite intothe I realurie of your wildome? 
For as the Aſtronon: ers do wel obleruethat when 
three of the ſuperiour Lightes do2 meete in con- 
inn<tion, it bringeth forth ſome admirable effects. 
lothere being joyned in your Majeſtie th: light of 
Nature, the light of Learning, and aboue all the 
Light of Gods holy (pirit,it cannvut be but your go- 
vernment muſt be as a happie conſtellation over 
the States of your Kingdomes. Neither is there 
wanting to your Majeltierhat fourth Light, which 
though it be but a borrowed Light, yet 1s of lingu- 
ler efticacie and moment added to the reſt, which 
is the Light of a moſt wile, and well compounded 
COA to whoſe honourable and graue wile- 
omes I doe likewiſe (ubmitte whatſocuer [ ſhall 
ſay;Hoping ti1at | ſhallnot necde to make proteſta- 
tion of my mind and opinion, that vnrill your Ma- 
jeſtiedorth otherwiſe determine and order, all ac- 
ruall and full obedience isto be giuento Eccleſia- 
Ricall juriſdiQtion,as it now ſtands,and when your 
Majeſtic hath d inedand ordered, that cuery 
good Subict —_ toreſt ſatisfied, and apply his 
obedience to your Majeſties Lawes, Ordinances, 
and Royall commaundements. Nor of thediſlike 
1 haue of all immodeſt bitterneſſe, peremptorie 
preſtmption, popular handling,and other courſes 
rending 
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rending rather to rumour and impreſſion in the 
vulgar fort, than to likely-hood of cffe, ioyned 
wich obleruation of datie. 

But before I enter into the points controuerted, 
I thinke good to remooue (if it may be) rwo opi- 
nions, which dodireQly confront and oppone to 
reformation, the one bringing it to a nullitie, and 
the other to an impoſſibilutic, Thefi ft is, That it 


. Kagtinff good policie to innoute any thing in Church 


mwarters. The other, That all reformation muſt bee 
8/ter one Platſot we, 

Por the ficlt of theſe, it is excellertly ſayd by the 
Prophet, St418 /aper Vie #45, ff Videte qua- 
_—_ Co SOR in 0s. S as 
he doth not fay, State ſiper was antiques of ambu- 
hareines, For it is true, that with all wiſe and 
moderate perſons, cuſtome and viage obtainerh 
that reverence, as it is ſufhcient matter to moouc 
them to make a ſtand, and to diſcouer and take a 
view, but it is no warrant to guide or condut the; 
a iuſt ground I ſay it is of deliberation, but not of 
direction, But on the other fide, who knoweth 
not that time is truely compared to a ſtreame, that 
carieth downe treſh and pure waters into that ſalt 
ſea of corruption which inutroneth all humane 
ations ? And therefore if man (hall not by his in- 
duftcic, verrue, and policie, as it were with the 
care rowe againſt the ſircame and inclination of 


time,all inflitutionsand ordinances be thgy never 


B ſo 


( ertaine Conſiderations touching 


ſo pure will corrupt and degenerate. Burt not to 
handle this matter corhon-place-like I would onc- 
ly aske, why the ctuiil State, ſhould be purged and 
tcſtored by good and wholetome Lawes made c- 
uery third or fourth yeare in Parliaments affcrm- 
bled, deuifing remedies as faſt as rine breedeth 
miſchicfs, & cootrariwile the Ecclcfiaſticall State 
ſhould ſtill continue vpon the dregs of tirhe, and 
receiue no alteration now tor theſe five and fortie 
yeares and more ? If any man ſhall obieQ, that if 
the like intermifion had beene vied in Ciuill cau- 
ſes alſo, the error had not beene great. Surely, the 
wiſcdome of the Kingdonie hath beene other- 
wiſe in experience, for three hundred yeares ſpace 
at the leaſd Bur it it bee ſaid ro me, + A 
difference berweene Cuuill cauſes and Ecclehiafti- 
call, they may as well cell me, that Churches and 
Chappels need no reparations, though Caſtles 
and houſes doe; whereas commonly to ſpeake 
truth, dilapidations of the inward and ſpirituall 
cdifications of the Church of God are in all tmes 
as great, as the outward and materiall, Sure] am, 
that the very word and ſtile of Reformation vied 
by our Sauiour, ab #nitio now fuil its, was applyed 
to Church martecs,and chole ot the higheſt nature 
concerning the Law morall, 

Neuertheleſſe, hee were both vnthanketull and 
vnwile that would deric, but that the Church of 
England during the time of .Queene Eiigaberh of 
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famous memorie did flouriſh. It I ſhould compare 
it with forraine churches, I would rather the com- 
pariſon ſhouldbe in the vertues, then as ſome make 
it in the defects; rather I ſay,as betweene the Vine 
& the O'iue,which ſhould be moſt truitfull,& not 
as between che bryecr and the thiſtle, which ſhould 
bee moſt ynproficable, For that reverence ſhould 
be vied to the Church which the good fonnes of 
Noab vied to their tathers nakednefle ; thac is, as it 
were to goe backwards, and to helpe the defe&s 
thereof,and yer to diſſemble them. Andit is to be 
acknowledged, that ſcarcely any church ſince the 
Primitine Church, yeelded in like manner of yearcs 
end Latitude of Countrey, a greater number 
of exczllent Preachers , Famous Vriters, and 
graue Gouernours but for the diſcipline and Or- 
ders of the Chutch, as, many and the chiefeft of 
them are very holy and good, fo yet it Saint /obu 
were to inditean Epilite to the church of Englund, 
as hee did co them of «4/14, it would ſure have the 
clauſe Habes aduerſus tepanen. And no more for 
chis point, ſainng that as an appendixe thereunto, 
it is not amifle co touch that obieQtion, which is 
made to the time and not to the matter, precen» 
ding that it Reformation were necefſane, yet it 
were notnow ſealonal'e at your Aatefbies firſt en- 
erance. Yct Hippecra'es | ith, 3s quid moues a princt- 
9 moue. And the wiledume of all exa;nples doth 
ſhew, that the wiſelt Princes, as they hauc euer 
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been the molt ſparing ia rewooving or alteration 
of feruants and officers ypon their comming in; 
ſo for remoouing of abuſcs and enormities, and 
for reforming of Lewes and the policic of their 
States, they hauc chiefly ſought to enable and 
commend their beginnings therewith, knowmg 
that the fiſt imprifſſi in with people continveth 
long, and when mens mindes are moſt inexpecta- 
tion and {uſpence, then are they beft wrought and 
managed, And therefore it ſeemeth ro me,that as 
the ſpring of nature, I meane the ſpring of the 
yeare, is the beſt time for purging and medici- 
ning the naturall body;ſo the ſpring of Kingdoms, 
is the moſt proper ſeaſon for the purging and rc- 
Ctifying of politique bodier, - 

There remaineth yet an obicction rather 01 
ſulpition then of reaſon, and yer ſuch as I thinke 
maketh a great imprcfhon 1n the mindes'of very 
wiſe and well aff. ed perſcens ; which is, That if 
way be giuen to mmation, though it be 1% taking av y 
abuſes, yet it may [6 acquaint rw with ſweetneſſe of 
change, as it will undermine the flabiluie enen of that 
which u ſownd ana good, This turely had beene a 
good and true allegation in the ancient conten- 
tions and dinifions berweene the people and the 
Senate of Kewe, Where things were Carried at the 
appetites ot multitudes which can never keepe 
within the compaſle of any moderation. Bur theſe 
things beeing with vs to haue an orderly paſſage 
vnder 
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vndet a King who hath a Reyall powey, and appro- 


ued judgement, and knoweth as well the mcafure 


of things, as the nature of them, is ſurely a 
leſſe ſeare, For they need not doubt, but 
Maieſtie with the adviſe of your Conncell, will dif- 
cerne what things are intermingled hke the tares 
among the wheat, which have their rootes ſo in- 
vrapped and inrangled, as the one cannot be pul- 
[:d vp without indangering the other, and what 
arc mingled, but as the chaffe and the cone, 
which needs bat a fanne to fift and ſeuer them, So 
ra-2ch therefore for the firſt point of no reformati- 
on to be admitted at all, 

.. For the ſecond p.1mt. That there ſhould be but 
one forme of Diſcipline in all Churches , and that 
mpoſed by a neccfſ1iie of a commandement and 
preſcript out of the word of God, it is a matter 
Volumes hauc beene compiled of, and therefore | 
cannot receive a briefe redargution, 1 for my 
part Jos confeſſe, that in reucaling the Scriptures, 
i could never find any lych thing, but that God 
had letr the like hibertie ro the Charch gowernment, 
as he hath done to the Cras/ gowernment , to be va« 
ried according to time and place and accidents, 
which neuerthelefſe, his high and diuine proui- 
dence doth order and diſpoſe ; for all ciuill go- 
nernments are reſtrained from God vnto the ge- 
narall grounds of [uſtice and manners, but the po- 
Licies and formes of them are left free, So that 
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Aonarchies and King domes, Scnates and Sezgno- 
rics, popular States ang Communalcies, are all 
law{ull and where they are planted ought to bee 
maintained inut»late. 

So likewiſe in Church matters, the ſubſtance of 
Dodtrine is iz1mutable , and fo are the general 
Rules of gouernment ; but for Rites and Ceremo- 
nics and for the particular Hierarchies, policies, 
and diſciplines ot Churches, they be letr at large, 
And therefore ir 1s good wee returhie vnto the an- 
ciznt bonds of vnitie.in the Churchof God,which 
was one Faith, one Baptiſme, and not one Hicr a+ 
chir, one D3/c1pirme , and that wee obſerue the 
le-gue of Chriſl:97s as it is penned by our S1wjour 
Chrift which is 11 ſubſtance of doftrine this, Hee 
tht u not withw1.6 agamft s.But in things indiffe- 
rent and buy of circumttance, this, Hee that &w wot 
ag inſt 0; is with vs.ln theſe things (© a5 the yene- 
" rallrules be oblcrued rhat ChrrftsF locke be fed ;, has 
there be a ſwceeſ$10m m Byfſ1ps ana Mimniſlers, winich 
are the Prophets uf the New Teſtament, that there 
be a due & rcuerenr vie of the power of rhe Keyes ; 
that theſe that Preach the Goſpel! Itne of the Goſpel! ; 
that all things tend to edification ;, £4 ail things bes 
done tn order and with decence and the like; thc ill 
15 ett ro the holy wiſedome and ſpirituall Ccies 
£127 of che maſter-builders and infor builders 
in Chrifls Charch,as it js exce'lently alliuifeu vy har 
Father that notcd that Chrifts Garment a5 Wit )- 
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out ſeame, and yetthe Churches garment was of 
divers colours, and thereupon fertreth downe tor 
a Rule; » veſte variets ſit (crſ/ura non ſit, 

In which varictie neuertheleflc it isa ſafe and a 
wiſe courle to follow good examples and preſi- 
dents. Bur then the rule of imitation and example, 
is to conſider not onely which are the beſt, bur 
which are the likeft, as namely the gouernment of 
the Church, in the pureſt times of the firſt good 
| Emperours that imbraced the F &rb. For the times 

of perſecution before temporall Princes recciued 
the Fa#h as they were excellent times for doftrire 
and maners,ſo they be vnproper and vnlike exam- 
ples of outward gouernment and policie. And fo 
much for this point : now to the particular points 
of Controuerfics or rather of Retormation, 
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Circumſlances m the Gonernment 
of By{bops. 


Flv therefore for the Goucrnment of Byſhops, 
I for my part not pr: judging the Prefidents of 

"  Otherreformed Churches, doc hold it warranted 
by the word of God and by the praQtiſe of the an- 
cient Church in the better times, and much more 
conuenient tor Kingdomes then parity of Mini- 
ters, and gouerument by Synodes, But then fur- 
* ther itis to be eoufadered, «(wn the Church is not 
now 
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now to plant or builu, but onely to bee prancd 
from corruptions and repaired, and reſtored in 
ſome decayes, | 

Far it is worth the noting, that the Scripture 
ſaith, Tranſlato Shcerdelie meceſſt eft it E' Legis (Gi 
tranſlatss, Ic 15 not poſſible 1n reſpeRt uf wie great 
and neere [ympathie betweene the Srate Ciui |, 
. and the State Ecclel1aſticall, ro make ſo wayne an 
altcration in the Church, bur it would haue a peri- 
lows operation vpon tie K'ngdomezand therefore 
it is fig, that controueiſic be in peace and ſilence, 

But there bee wwo circumfiances in the admi- 
niſt;ation of Byſhops, wher« in I confefle I could 
neuer be ſatisfied, The one, The [ole exerciſe of 
their authoritie The other, the Deparation of their 
amborite. 

For the firſt, the By(hop giueth orders alone, «&- 
communicateth alone,judgeth alone, This ſcemes 
to bee a thing almoft without example m govern- 
ment, and therefore not vulikely ro haue crept in - 
the degenerate and corrupt times, VWeelec the 
greateſt Kings and Monarcbes haue their Coun- 
ccls, There 1sno teryporall Conncell in England of 
the higher fort where che authoritic dothrelt in * 
one perſon, The Kings-bcnch,Comon-pleas,and 
the Exchequer,arc benches of a certain number of 
Iidge:, The Cruancerllor o England hath an Aſſt 
tne» 1244 wihhers of the Chancerie, The Ma- 
ſt: of the VV ards hath a councell of the —_ | 
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hath the Chancellor of the Duchie.In the Exche- 
quer Chamber,the Zord Treaſaror is ioyned with 
the Chancellor and the Barrens z The Maſters of 
the Requeſts are euer more than one. The luſtices 
of Aſſite arerwo. The Lord Preſidents in the Mar- 
ches and inthe North, haue councels of divers, 
The Starre-chamber is an aſſembly of the Kings 
privie Counce!! aſperſed with Lords Spirituall and 
Temporall. So as in all Courts the principall per- 
ſon hath cuer either Colleagues or 4ſſefſors, 

The like is to bee found in other well gouerned 
Kingdomes abroad where. the juciſdition is yet 
more diftributed, as in the Courts of Parliament 
of France,and in other places. Noman will denie, 
but the Acts that paſſe the ByſGops juriſdiQion, are 
of as great importance as thoſe thac paſle the Cynill 
Conrts; for mens foules are more precious then 
their bodies or goods & (o are their good names. 
dyſbeps have their inficmities, and have no excep- 
tion from that generall malediftion which is pro- 
nounced againft all men living, Ys ſols nam (5 cect- 
derit, ce. Nay we fee that the firſt warrant in Spi- 
rituall cauſes 15 direfted to a number Det Eccleſia, 
which is not ſo in temporall matters; An4 we ſee 
that in generall cauſes of Church genernment, there 
are alwel Aſſemblies of all the C/erg#e inCouncels, 
as of the States in Par lament, whence ſhould this 
ſole exerciſe of juridd:ion come? Surely, 1 doe 
ſuppole and thinke vpon ground, that ab initis 
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won fuit r;4 ; ard that the Deanes and Chapters 
were Counlels aLout the Seas ard chayics of py- 
ſhops at the fiifh, and were vnto them a Prezbiterte, 
or Conſiſtorte, and intermedled not onely in the 
diſpoſing of their revenues and endowments, but 
much more in juriſdiftion Ecck (1afticall. But it 
:s probabie,that the Deane and Chapter ſtucke clole 
to the Bybops in marters of profit and the world, 
and would not looſe their hold ; but in matters of 
juriſdition, (which they accounted but troubla 
and attendance) they fuffcred the Byſhops to en- 
croach and viurpe, and {o the one continueth,and 
the other is loſi, And wee ſee that the Byſhop of 
Rome, ( fasteft & av heſte avceri, and no queſtion in 
that Charch tie firſt inſtitutions were excellent) 
pcrformeth a!l Ecclcſiaſlicall juriſdiftion as in 
Confoſlorie, 

And whereof coniiſteth this Conſſorie, but of 
the pariſh Prieſts of Rowe,which terme themlelues 
Cardinals, a tardinib iu mundi, becav'e the Byſhop 
pretendeth to be vniuerſail ouer the whole world, 
And hercot againe we (ce diuers ſhadowes yet re- 
maining ; As that the Deaze and Chaprer, Pro for- 
ma chovieth the Z3ſpop, Wiiich 15 thc higheft point 
ot jari{Gittion, And that the Bythop when hee g;- 
wth orders, if there be any Miniſters caſually pre- 
ſent, calleth them te joyne with him in 1impeſiticr; 
of hands, and ſome other particulars, And there- 
Lore it (cemes to me a thing reaſonable and religi- 
O!!s, 
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ous, ard according to the firſt inſtitution, that By. 
fhops in the greateſt cauſes, and thoſe which re- 
quirea ſpirituall difcerning.narmc!y in ordayning, 
luſpending or depriving Miniſters in excommu- 
nication being reſtored to the true and proper vic 
as ſhall bee afterwards teuched, in fentercing the 
validitic of Mariages, and legittimations, in jud- 

ing cauſes criminous as Symonie,inc<ſt blaſphe. 
mie and the like, ſhould not proceed ſole and vn- 
aſſiſted , which point as I vnderſtand, is a Refor- 
mation that may bce planted /ine firegita, without 
any percurbation 2t ail, and is a matrer which will 
giuc (trength to the Byſhops, countenance to the 
1(eriour degrees of Prelates or Miniſters, and 
the Lecter iflue or proceeding in thoſe cauſes that 
ſhall paſle, 

And as I wiſh this ſtrength giuen to the Byſbops 
by Conncell, fo it is not ynworthy your Mateſties 
Royall confideration, whether you ſhall not think 
fit ro give ftrengrthro the general Councell of your 
Clergie, the Conuecation Houſe, which was then re» 
ſtrained, when the ſtate of the Clergre was thought 
a ſuſpeed part to the Kingdome in-regard of 
their late homage to the Byſhop of Rewe, which 
ſtate now will giue place to none in their loyaltic 
and deuotion but to vour Mareftie, 

For the ſecond point, which is the Deputz- 
tion of their Authoritie, I ſee no p:rfc& and ſure 
ground for that neither , beeing ſomewhat Jiffe. 
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rent from the examples and 1nies of gouernment, 
ſhe Byſhop excrcaſeth his jurikiCticn by his Chame 
celler and Comiſſarie, Official. Ge, Wee (ee inall 
Lawes in the world.Offc es of confidence and kill 
cannot be put oucr nor «xerciſed by deputie, cx- 
cept it bee eſpecially conteined in the original! 
grant, andinthatcaſc itis dutifull, And tor ex- 
perience, there was neuer any Chauncellour of 
England, made a Deputic, There was never any 
judge in any Court,made a Deputie, The Byſbvp is 
a Iudge, andola high Nature,whenee commeth 
it that hee ſhould depute, conſidering that all 
truſt and confidence as was aid is perſonall and 
inherent,aud cannot or ought not to bee tranſpo- 
led? Surely in this againe «b initio nox fuit its, 
bur ic is probable, that Byſhops when they gaue 
themſclues too much co the glorie of the world , 
and became Grandes 1n Kingdomes, and great 
Councellors to Princes , then did they de- 
league their proper juriſdition as things of too 
nferiour a nature for their greatneſle ; and then 
alter ths fimilicude and immitation of Kings and 
Counts Palatine, they. wonld hane their Chan- 
cellors and Iudges, 

But thatexample of Kings and Potentates gi- 
ueth no good defence. For the reaſons why Kings 
adminiſter by their ludges, although themſelues 
are ſupreame Iudyes, are wwo, The one becauſe 
the otfices of Kings are for the moft. part of in- 
FTE | ; Te hert« 
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herjtance,andicis a Rule in all La»es; Thet Offi- 
(43 of inheritance,are rather matters - at ſound in 18- 
zereſt then in confidence foraſmuch a. t| :y may fall 
vpon wormen,vpon Infants,vpon L: : -tiques and 
ideots, perſons vncapable to exec 1ic judicacute 
in perſon,and therefore ſuch Offices by all Lawes 
might euer be exerciſed and adminiſtred by dele- 
ation, The ſecond reaſon is,becauſe of the ampli- 
rude of their Luriſdiftion , which is as great as ei- 
ther their birch-righc from their Anceſtors,or their 
ſword-right fromGod,maketh ic. And therefore if 
Moſes that was Gouernour ouer no great people, 
and thole colleted together ina campe,and net 
ſcattered in Prouinces and cities, himſelfe likewiſe 
of an extraordinarie ſpirit, was nenertheles not a- 
ble co ſuffice and hold out in perſon to judge the 
ople,but did by the aduiſe of /erhro approued 
Be God, ſubſtitute Elders and Iudges, how 
much more other Kings and Princes, 

There is a third Rea(on likewiſe, not much to 
the preſent purpole,and that is: That Kings eyther 
in reſpe& of che Common,wealth,or of the great» 
nes of their owne Patrimonies,are vſually pariies 
in ſures, and then their Iudges ſtand inditferent 


.berweene them and thc ſubie&, But in the cake of 


Byſhops none of thelc reaſons hold, For ficſt their 
Othce is eleiue and fr life, and not patrimoni- 
all ot hereditarie;an Othce meerly of confiderce, 
ſcience and qualification, And for the ſecond re>>- 
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ſon, ir is true «liar their puriſd:Etion is ample and 
ſpacious, an. that their ture 15 to bee diuided be. 
tweene the labours as well in the word and do- 
Eine, as in Fouernment and jurildiction, But yet 
I doc not {ce ſuppoſing the Byhops Corrs to be 
(ed vnicorruptly, and without any indirect courle 
held ro multiply cauſes for gaine of fees , but 
that the Byſhop might very well for cauſes of mo- 
ment, ſupply his judiciall funCtion in his own? 
perſon, For we ſce before our eyes, that one Chann- 
cellor of Enzland dilpatcheth the ſuites in cquitie 
of the whole Kingdome ; which is not by reaſon 
ot the excellencie of that rare honourable Perſon 
which now holdeth thar place, bur i: was cuer ſo, 
though more and lefſe burdenous to the ſucor, a; 
the Chamreeller was more or lefle able to give di- 
ſpatch. Andif heed bee taken to that which was 
ſaid before, that the Byfbops labour in the word 
muſt take vp a principal part of his time, ſo I may 
ſayagaine, thar marters of State have cucr taken 
vp moſt of the Chaunce//ors time, having bin for 
the moſt part perſons vpan whom the Kings of 
this Realme haue moſt relied for matters of Coun 
cell, An therfore there ts no doubt,but the &yſbep, 
whoſe circuit is lefſe ample, and the cauſes in na- 
ture not (0 multiplying, with the helpe of referen- 
ces and certificates co and irom fit perſons for the 
berter ripening of cavfcs 1 their meanc proceee 
ings, at) ſuch ordirary helres incident to jurif- 
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diRion, may very well tutfhce his Office. But yet 
there is an other helpe, for the. cauſes that come 
before him are theſe, Tythes, Legacies and Admi- 
niſtcations, and other tcftamentary cauſes, cauſes 
Matrimoniall, accuſations againſt Miniſters ten- 
ding to their ſuſpenſion, deprivation or degra- 
ding, Symonie, incontinencie, Herefie, Blaſphbe- 
- mic, breach of Saboth, and other like cauſes of 
ſcandall, The firſt two of theſe in mine opinion, 
differ from the reſt, that is, Tithes and Teſtaments, 
for thoſe bee matters of profice and in their nature 
Temporall,chough by afauour and conniuence of 
the temporall juriſdiAion,they have been allowed 
and permitted to the Cares Eceleſiafticall;the one, 
to the end the Clergie might ſue for that that was 
their ſuſtentation, betoretheir owne Iudges, and 
the other in a kind of pietic and Religion, which 
was thought incident to the —_— of dead 
mens Vils. And (urely for theſe two,the Byſhop 
in mine opinion, may with lefſe danger diſcharge 
kimſelfe vpon his ordinary Iudges. And Ithin 
likewiſe it will fall out that thole (utes are in the 
greateſt number, Bur for the reſt, which require a 
Spirituall ſcience and diſcretion in reſpect of their 
nature, or of the ſcandal), it were reaſon in my 0- 
pinion there were no audience given, but by the 
Byſhop bimlelte, he being allo aſſiſted as was tou- 
ched before, bur it were neceſlaric alſo hee were 
attended by his Chance/leor or fome othess his Of- 
ficers, 
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ficers, being learned in the Ciwill Law, for his bet- 
ter inſtruQtion in points of forinalitic,or the cour- 
ſes of the Court, which.if it were done, then were 
there lcile vic of the Offrcia/s Court; whereof there 
is now ſo: much complaint. And cauſes of the na- 
£are aforeſaid being only drawneto the Audience 
of the Byſhop,it would repreſſe friuolous and po- 
ling ſuces, and giue a graue and incorrupt pro- 
ceeding to fuch cauſes as ſhalbe fit for the Court, 
_ There is a third point allo, nor of juriſd ion, 
but of forme of Ing, Which may diiccrne 
Reformationy the ratber becaule it is contrary to 
the Lawes and Cuftomes of this Land and State, 
which though they doe nor rule cho procee- 
dings, yer may they be aduiſed with for berrer di- 
rection, and that is, the Oath ex Officts, whereby 
mien are inforced to accuſe themiciues, and that 
chat is more, are ſworne vnto Blangues, and not 
- vnto. accuſations and charges declared, By the 
Lawcs of Ewgland,no man is bound to accuſe him 
ſelfe. In thc higheſ} cales of treaſon, torture is y- 
ſed for diſcouerie, and not for cuidence, In capi- 
tall marxers, no delinquents anſwer vpon oath is 
required, no not permitted, In criminall matters 
not capitall, handlcd in the Starre Chamber,and in 
cauſes of Conſcience handled in the Chauncerie, 
for the m-»{t paregruunded vpon truſt and ſecrefie, 
the oath of che partie is required, But how ? where 
ebere is an acculation and an Accuſor, which =_ 
Cal 
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call bills of complaint, (from which the complai- 
nacitearnot varie, and out of the compaſle of the 
which the defentant may norbee examined)exhi- 
bite# vnto the Court,and by Proces noufied vnto 
the defendanr, But roexamine aman vpon oath 
out of the iefinuation of fame, or out of accuſati- 
ons ſecret and vndeclared, though it have ſome 
countenance from the Crall-Law, yet is ſo oppo- 
fite ex diametrro to the ſence and courſe of the Corn 


w2n- Lew, 5 it may well recejue ſome limitation, 
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Concerning the Liturgie, the Cere- 
mon:cs, and Subſcription. 


Or the Titwrte, great reſpet and heed would 

be taken,leatt'by :nucighing againſt the dumbe 
Miniſtric due reuerence be not withdrawne from 
the Lxtureie, For though the guift of Preaching, 
bee farre aboue that of Reading, yer theaftion of 
the Litergre is as high and holy as that of the Sex. 
mon. It 15 ſaid, Domus men domus rations wocebie 
tar, The houſe of Prayer, not the houſe of Preas 
ching. And whereas the Apoſtle faith © How half 
wen c</! pon him on whom they have not beltened? 
and how ſhal they beleene wleſſe they heart ? md how 


fball they heare without & Prea:her ? It appearcih 


that as Preaching is the more original!; fo Prayer 
15 tae more final}; us the d.fference is berween the 
iced 
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keed and the fruit ſor the keeping of Gods Law; 
is the fruic ol the teaching of the Law,and Prager, 
or Jawocation, or Divine ſernice, or Lytargie (for 
theſe be bur varietic of rermes) is the mec1ae hal- 
lowing of the Name of God, and the principall 
worke of the firſt Table, and of the great Com- 
mandement of the Law of God. Ir is true that the 
Preaching of the holy word of Ged,is the ſowing 
of the (ced,it is the lifting vp of the brazen ſerpene 
the Miniſtric of Faith and the ordinary meanes of 
{Lluation,but yet it is good to take «xamp'e, how 
that the beſt Aftions of the worſhip of God may 
be extulled cxcefively and ſuperſtitioufly, As the 
extolling of the Sacrawenc bred the ſuperftition 
of the Maſf:; the extolling of the Liturgic and 
prayers, bred the ſuperſtition of the Monafticall 
orders and oraiſons ; And fo no doubt Preaching 
likewiſe may be magnified and extolled ſuperſtiti- 
ouſly, as if all the whole body of Gods worſhip 
ſhould be turned into an care. So as nene(as 1 (u 
ſe) of ſound judgement, will derogate from - 
Linas if the forme thercot be in al! parts agree- 
able to the word of God, the example of the >ri- 
witine Charch,and that holy decency which S. Peel 
commendeth., And theretore firſt, that there be a 
ſer forme of prayer,and that it de not left,either ro 
an cxtemporall forme, or to an arbicrarie forme, 
Secondly,that it conſiſt aſwell of lawdes,hymnes, 
and thankelgiuings,28 of petitions, prayers _ 
pucatl> 
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plications. Thirdly,that the forme thereof be quic 
ned with ſome ſhorrnes, and diuerfities of 

and hymnes and 'with ſome intet of the 
voyce of the people, as well as of the voyce of the 
Miniſter. Fourthly,that it admit ſome diſtinQions 
of cimes and commemorations of Gods princi 
benefics,as well generall as particular, Fifthly,thae 
prayers likewiſe be appropriated to ſeucrall nece(- 
(ities and occaſions of the Church, Sixtly , rhat 
rhere be a forme likewiſe of words and Liturgic in 
(he adminiſtration of the Sacraments , and in the 
denouncing of the cenſures of the Church, and 0- 
ther holy aiors and folemnities. Theſe things I 
thinke will nor bce much controuerted, 

But for the particular exceptions to the Litur- 
gie in forme as it now ſtands, I thiake divers of 
them allowing they were juſt, yet ſeeme they not 
to be weightie,otherwite then that norhing oughe 
ro bee accounted light 19 matrers of Religion and 
pictic, as the Heathen himſelfe could ſay, Eitun 
wultu («pe leditur pictas, That the word Price 
ſheuld not bee continued "-_y witir of- 
fence,chc word Mniftey being already raade fami- 
liarsThis may be ſaid thatitis a good Rule in tran- 
Qlation, neuer to confound that in one word inthe 
trau{}ition, which is recilely difting): hed in 
two words in the 071ginallfor doubt of zxquivoca= 
tior. and tracducing. And therfore ſeeing the word 
M44 and rfigyr bee — diſtinguiſhed 
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in the originall, and the ame vied for a Sacrificer, 
the other tor a Minifter , the word Prieft becing 
made common to both,whatſoever the derivation 
be,yet in vic it confoundeth the Miniſter with the 
Sacrificer. And for an example, of this kind, I did 
.euer allow the diſcretion and tendernefle of the 
Rbemiſh tranſlation in this Point, that finding in 
the originall the Word «have and neuer ifer, doe 
euer tranſlate Chayitie, and never Lowe, becauſc of 
the ind:fferencie and equiuocation of the word 
with impurc Lone, 

Touching the Abſolwtion, it is not vuworthy 
conſideration whether it may not bee thought vn- 
proper and vnnecefſary,for there are but two forts 
of Abſolunion, both ſuppeſing an obligation pre- 
cedent : the one vpon an Excommrnication, 
which is Re!igious and I-rimitiue ; the other vpon 
Confefſion and Pennance which is ſuperſitious, 
or at leaſt poſitive, and both particular, neitker 
generall, Therefore ſince the one is t2ken away, 
andthe othcr hath his proper caſe,what doth a ge- 
nerall Abſo/ution wherin there is neithcr Penance 
nor Excommunication precedent. For the Cl ar 
neuer looſeth, but where the Charch tatl: bound, 
And ſurely, 1 way thinke, this at the fiſt was al- 
lowed ina kind of Spirituali diſcretion, becauſe 
the Cbwrch thought the people could not bee ſud- 
denly weaned from their couceit of afſovling, to 
which they had heene fo long accuflomed, 

For 
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For Confirmation, to my vnderſtanding the 
ſtare of the Queſtion ts, whether it bee not a mat» 
ter miſtaken and alrered by time,and whether that 
be not now made a ſubſequent to Bapriſme, which 
was indeedan inducement to the Communion, For 
whereas in the Primitive Charch, child;en were cx- 
amined of their Faith before they were admitted 
to the Communion, time may ſeeme to haue turned 
it to referre as if it had becne to recciue a confir- 
mation of their Bapuſme.. 

For Prie«te Baptiſme , by Women or Lay- 
perſons, the beſt Diaimes doe viterly condemne it, 
and I heare it not generally defended, and I haue 
often maruelled, that when the Booke in the Pre» 
ſaceto prog Baptiſme,doth acknowledge that 
Baptiſme in the practiſe of the Prime Church, 
was anniuerſaric and bur at (ct and certaine times, 
which ſheweth that the Promitine Church, did not 
attribute fo much ro the Ceremonie, as they 
wou'd breake an outward and genera!] ord-r for 
it, the Booke ſhould afterwards allow of Private 
Papriſmo, as if the Ceremonic were of that neceſ- 
fitie as the very Inſtitution , which commitrred 
Baptiſme onely to the Miniſters, ſhould bee bro- 
ken in regard of the ſuppoſed neceſfirie. And 
therefore this point of al} others, I thinke was but 
a conce(ſum oy duritiam cordu. 

For the torme of celebrating Aſa'rimente ; the 

Ring ſeemeath to many cuen of vulgar ſence 
iP 3 and 
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aud vnderſtard1g, a Cercmonie not graue, (pe- 
cially tobe made (as the words make it) che len. 
- tiall part of che: tivn 2 beſides ſome other of the 
words are noted in ſpeech to bee nor ſo decent 
and kt, 

For Mujicke in Charches, That there ſhould be 
{1ging of Pſalmes and (piricuall ſongs, is not de- 
nied,{o the Queſtion is De mods; wherein ita man 
will looke attentiuely into the order and obſer- 
uance of it, it is eafie to diſcerne, betweene the 
wiſedome of the inſtitution, and the exceſle of the 
late times, For firſt, there are no Songs or Verſes 
ſung by the Quire, which are not ſuppoſed, by 
continuail vie, to bee (-» familiar with the people 
as they haue them without booke, whereby the 
found hurterh not the ynderftanding, and thoſe 
which cannot read vpon the booke, are yet parts- 
kers of the ſence and may follow it with their 
mind, So againe, after the reading of the Word 
of God, it was thought fic there ſhould bee ſome 
pawſe.for holy meditation before they proceeded 
eo the reſ} of the {eruice; which pawle was thought 
fr to be & 'ed rather with ſome grave ſound, then 
witha ſt-'| Hletice., which was the reaſon of the 
playing vpon the Or 2an8 after the Scriptures read, 
A'l which was dec2'11 and rending to edification, 
But thn re curioli : of diviſion and reports, 
and other ures of Muti have no ffinitie with 
the re2lounable 1c -uice of God, but were added in 
the more pou. polls times, For 
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For the Cap and Swrp/ice, ſince they bee things 
in their nature indifferent, and yer by ſome held 
ſuperſtitious, and that che queſtion 1s betweene 
Science and Conſcience, it ſeemeth to fall within 
the compaſle ot the «4poſiles rule, which is, that 
the ſtronger doe deſcend and yecld to the weaker, 
Onely, the difference is, that it will be materially 
ſaid, that the rule bolds berween private man,and 
priuate man, but nor betweene the conſcience of 
a priuate man,and the order of a Church, But yet 
fince the queſtion ar this time is of a tolleration, 
not by conniuence which may iacourage dilobe- 
dience, but by law which may giue aliberty, ic is 
good againe to bee aduiſed, whether it fall not 
within the equitie of theformer rule, The rather 
becauſe the (ilencing of Miniſters by this occaſſ- 
on, is in this {carcitic of good Preachers,a puniſh- 
ment that lights vpon the people, as well as 
the partie, And for the Subſcription, it ke 
bee in the nature of a contefon,, and therefore 
more proper to binde in the vnitic of Faith,and to 
be vrged rather for Articles of doftrine, then for 
Rites and Ceremonies and points of outward 
government, For howlocuer politike confidera- 
tions and reaſons of State may require vniformi- 
tie, yct Chriſtian and divine grounds looke chiet- 
ly vpon vnitic, 
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Touching 45 Pr eaching 
"Miniſtry, 


O fpcake of a learned Ainiſlerie,it is tructiat 
tre wortiineſf: of the Paſtors and Miniſters is 
ot ali other points of religion the molt ſummary; F 
doe nor-ſay the greateft,but the moſt effeuali toe 
warc's all cho re{{, But herein to my vnderſtanditug, 
while men goe-on-in Zeale tohaſten this worke 5 
they are not awaro of as great or greater inConur- 
nience then that which they ſeeke ro remoue. For 
whilethey- inucigh againſt a dumbe Adrnrſterie, 
they mako roo caſicand roo promiſcuous an al- 
lowancei of ſuch as they account Preachers; ha- 
uing not 'reſpe& enough to their dearnings in 0+ 
ener Artes, whichare hand-maides to Diuinine ; 
nor re{pe& inough to the guife it felic which many 
timcs isnone at all, For Ced Grpid that cuery 
man that can take vnto himſelte bo:d:refle ro [perk 
an houre together in a Church zpoh aText,ſhould 
be ad-nitecd fora Preacher though he meanc ne- 
ver fo well, F know there is a great fatizude in quilts 
and a grencvarictican Auditories and Convregn- 
tions;but 3 'et ſo, as there-i5 aliquid infirmam, below 


wich you oveht wot i» deſcend, For you ruuf 
a:-cr leaue 110 Arke ro ſhake, as it ſhall pleaſe 
Guo ret yawiiihy tan; ro licld i itvp, and 
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when we are in Gods Temple, we are warned ra+ 
cher to put our hands vpon our mouth,then to of- 
fer the Sacrifice of fooles,And ſurely, it may bejuſt» 
ly thought, that amongſt manycauſes of Athie/me- 
which ace miſcrably mer in our Age, as Schitrres 
and -controuerfies, piophane ſcoffing in holy 
matters and others, it is not the leaſt thar divers 
do adventure to handle the word of God, which 
areynfu and vnworthy, And herein I would haue 
no.man miſtake me, as if I did extoll curious and 
affeed Preaching, which is as much on the other 
fide to bedifliked, and breeds Arbeiſme and fcat1- 
dall as well as the other. ( for who would not bee 
offended at one that comes into the pulpir, as if he 
came yponthe Sn play parts or prizes,) nei- 
ther oa theocher fide, as if 1 would diſcourage any 
who bath any tollerable gift. 

But vpon this poi, I'ground three conſidera- 
tions, whether itwere not requifite to cenew that 
= Exerciſe which was praQtiſed in this Charch 

e yeares, and afterwards put downe, by or- 
der indeed from the Churev in regard of foe a- 
buſe thereof, inconuenient for thole times , and 
yet againſt che aduile and opinion , of one of the 
greateſt and graueſt Prelates ofthis. Land, and 
was commonly called Propherying ; which was 
this ; "That the Miniſters within a Precin&, did 
meete vppona we:ke day , in fome prencipall 
Towne, wheie there was ſome ancient graue 
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Minſter, that was Prej-cexit 3nd un Auditoric ad- 
mitred of Gentlen-cn, or orice perſons of leaſore z 
thn cucry M.niPer {uce.. fliuc y, beginning with 
the vor:gei- di handicwncand the lame piece of 
Scriptuic, ſpcncirg feverally ſome quarter of ar 
houre or bciter, & nie whole fore two houres ; 
and fo the Exciciſe becirg begun and concluded 
with praver, an1 the Pr-{ident giving a Text for 
the next meetiag, the Aſſembly was difſolned, 
And this was as I takc it, a fort-nightes Exerciſe, 
which in my opinion was the beſt way to frame 
and train? vp Preachers to handle the Word of 
God as it ought to be handled, that hath been pra- 
Aiſcd. For we fee Orators haue rleir Declarati- 
ons, Lawyers haue their moves, Logicians their 
Sophems, and cuery praftiſe of Science hath ar? 
excrciſe of erudition and 1mitation, bf. ic men 
come to the life,onely Preachryg which is the wer- 
taicft,and wherein it is n'oft danger to docam:c, 
wanicth an introdrAion, and 1s ventred and 1wſh« 
ed ypon at the firſt; but vato this Exerciſe of the 
Propbefie, 1 would wiſh theſz two additions; the 
one, that alerthis Excicile which is in ſome ſort 
publique, there were immediatly a private mee- 
ting of the ſame Miriſters where they might bro- 
eherly adrnoniſh the one the other, and elpecially 
the elder fort the younger, of any thing that had 
paſſed in the Exexcſe in matter or manner vniound 
and vncomely, And ina word might mutually vie 
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ſuch aJuiſe; inſtruRion, comfort or encourage- 
ment, as acca{ion mighe miniſter tor publike re- 
prehenfioa were vo be "ebarred, 

The other addirior that I meane, is, that the 
ſame Exerciſe were vicd in the Vniverſities for 
youog Dwinesbefo. c they prefumed ro Picich,as 
well as in the Country for Miniſters;|c: they laue 
i:1 ſome Calledges an excreiſe cali:d a Common. 
Mate which can mno' degree, be {o proticable, 
beeing but the ſpeech of one man at one time. 
And 1' ir bee. tcared thar it may bee occtlion to 
« het mens ſpecches for Controuerſies, it is eaſily 
remcdyed by lo.ne firift prohibition , that mar- 
ters of Controuerbie tending any way to the vio» 
lating or diſquieting of the peace of the Church 
be nethandled or entred into which prohibition 
in regard there is eucr to be a graue perſon Preſs 
dent or M >derator ,c-n0t bee ſuffered, The (e- 
cond c:oaderatrion 1s, whether ic were not coaue- 
nie there ſhould be a more exaR probation and 
examination oÞMinifters, Namely, that the By- 
ſhops doe not ordaine alone but by aduiſe, and 
then har the ancient huly erders of the Church 
mghc be reuiued, by the which che Byſhop 4: 
ordaine Miniſters bur at foure fer times in the 
yeare, which were cal'.d , Quataer tempora Wil 
are now called Emb:r- weekes 3 1t being thoughe 
fitto accompany fv highan ation with ger" all 
Faſting, and Prayer, and Sermons, and al: {1oly 
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excrciſes, And the names likewiſe of thoſe 
that wei ordained were publiſhed ſome dayes 
before their ordmation, tothe end exceptions 
might bee taken :f juſt cauſe, were, 

The third conſideration is , that if the caſe cf 
the Church of England bee , that where a com- 
puration is taken of all the perochian Pariſhes , 
as allowing the vnion of ſuch as were too ſmall , 
and adjacent , and againe a- computation to bee 
taken of the perſons who are worthic to bee Pa- 
ftors, And if vpon the ſaid account it fall our,thar 
there are many more Churches then Paſtors, 
then of ,neccſhrie , recourſe muſt bee had to one 
of thele remedies ; cyther that Plarabities muſt be 
allowed, fpecially if you can by permutations 
make the benefices more compatible , a5 there be 
allowed Preachers to haue a more gencral] charge 
to ſupply and ſerue by turne Parifkes vnfurniſhed, 
For that ſome Churchas ſhould bee provided of 
Paſtors able to teach, and other wholly Ceſtirute, 
Temech to mee to bee againſt the Communion of 
Saints, and Chriftians, and againſt the praiſe 
of the Primitive Church, 
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Touching the abuſe of 


Excommunication. 


X communication is the greateſt judgement vp- 

pon the carth, being that which is ratified in 

Heaurn, and being a precurſorie or prelaſo- 
rie judgement of chriffin the end of the world , 
and therefore (or this to be vied vnreverently, and 
to bee made an ordigarie proceſſe to lackie vp 
and downe for Fees, how can't hee without de- 
rogation to Gods honour, and making the power 
of the keyes contemptible 7 I know very well the 
detence thereof, which hath no great force, That 
it iſſues foorch not for the tliing ir ſelfe , but for 
the contumacie, I doe nor deme but this judge- 
ment is2sI laid before, of the nzrure of Gods 
judgement,of the which iris a model; For as the 
judgement ofGod raketh hold vpon the leaſt fin of 
the impenitent,ſc. cxcommuntcatid may in cale i\ſuc 
vpon the ſmalicſt ettence,and in cale not iſſueypon 
tbe greateſt, but is this c6tumacy ſuch a contumna- 
Cie as Excommunteation is 10W vied tortfor the cone 
trwmacie mut} be {uch, as tat partie, as firre as tie 
eye and wiſedome of theChurch can diſcerne,ſta1- 
deth in ſtate of reprob.ur; n and damnetior:cs one 
that for that time (ce-1e. giucn ouer tv tinall in 
Penicencie, Vpon this «1 'eruation I ground two 
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( ertaine Conjs lerations touching 
conſiderations z; The vn2, that this cenſure bee res 
ftored to the true dignitic an vic thereo! which'is 
that it proceed not bur incaſcs of great weight, 
and chat it be decreed 1 «4 by any Deputic or fub- 
ſticure of the Byſhop, tut by the Byſhep in perſon ; 
and not by him aion«, bur by the R: ſoup afliſted, 

The other Confileration is, tidat 10; Nico there- 
of, ther2 be giuea tort Eccieliaſtica;} Cobres, 
{ome 0:dinary proccfls, wich juch force and co- 
ertion, as appertainech, That ſy the dignitie of fo 
bigh a ſentence being retained, an chenecefſitic 
of mcane proce: tupplyed, the Charch may bec 
indeed reftores tw the Ancient vig vr and ſplendor, 
To this purpolc joyned with ſvine other holy and 
good purpolcs, was there a Bill drawne in Parlia- 
ment in the chree aad twentic yeare of the rawgne 
of th: Qicene decerſed, which was the gra- 
veit Parliament that I hauc knowne, and the Bill 
recommendued by the graueſt Counſellor of E- 
Nice {a Parliament, though afterwards it was ſtay- 
ed by, Queenes [peciall commandement, the 
1314 2 of choſe times conſidered, 
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T ouching the Non-refid.nts 


an{ P.uralitcs. 


FOR Nom-ref” »nt; except it bee ivfl of necefſa- 
ry ablence ,1 ce: meth robe an abuſe drawne 
out of cuuccoui.. (ſe aud {].ath ; for that men 


ſhould 
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ſhould liue of the flocke that they doe not feede , 
or at the Alrar at which they doenor ſerve, is a 
thing that can hardly receiucjuſt defence, And to 
exerciſe the office of a Paſtor in matter of word 
and doQtrine by depvry, is a thing not warranted 
as hath beene touched before, The queſtion vpon 
this poynt Goth chictely ariſe vgonthe caſes of 
exception, and excuſation,which ſhall be chought 
reafonable and ſufficient,& which nor; for the caſe 
of Chap/aines, let me ſpeake that with your Majc- 
flics pardon, and with due reverence towards 0- 
other Peeres and graue perſons, which are by Sta- 
tures priviledged, I ſhould thinke that the atten- 
dance which Chaplaines giue to your Majeſties 
Court, and in the Houſes and Families of their 
Lords, were ajuſter reaſon why they ſhould have 
no Benfice, then why they ſhould beequalified 
to have rwo, for as it ſtandeth wich Chriſtian po- 
licre,chat ſuch attendance be in no wiſe negleQed; 
hecavfe that good which enſteth hereof to the 
Church of God, may excced or counteruaile that 
wich may follow of ther Iabours in any, though 
never ſo large a congrepation, fo it were rcafn- 
nable that their mainrainance f:ou!2 ]:berally 
proceed thence wherice their |abours bee emnloy- 
ed, Neither are there wanting in the Ciurch, 
D gnities and preferments not jovned with any 
ex «t cure of ſou'es, by which and by the hope of 
which (ich atrerdans in ordinar y. who ought ro 
bc 45 tor ©. molt pert they are of the beft L.1ics and 
ſort, 
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lit, may bee lurtacr encouraged and rewarded 
{Ai as Lorexitaondinary atiencants they may ve 
1\, well retaine the 2:acc and countenance of cheir 
pli-ces and dutics at times wcident therunto with» 
ou: diſcontinuance or ne#-reſedence in their paſte» 
1all charges. | 
Next, {or glic c-{c of Intznding ſtndies in the 
Vniuerſices, it vill now ealily receive an Anſwer, 
for ſtudics doe but ferue and tend to the practiſe 
of tholc ſtudics; And theref ore by that which moſt 
principall and finall tobe left vadore, for the at- 
tending of thoſe which is ſubſernient and ſubmi- 
niſtcant, ſeemeth robee agamft proportion of xea- 
{on. Neither do I ſee but that they proceed Right- 
weil in all knowledge which do couple ſtudie with. 
their practiſe, and do not firſt ſhudy altogether and 
then practiſe altogether, And therefore they may 
very well ſtudy at their benefice. Thirdly, for the 
calc of extraordinary feruice of the Ciimch, as if 
{omePaſtcr be {ent to a generail Connlc!!, or lece 
to a Conuocation, avdlikewiſetor the caic of ne- 
c2Iiry,as in the particular of infirmity of body and 
che like, no man will contradi, but there may be 
ſome ſubſticution for ſuch a rune. But the generall 
caſe ot neceſſity, is the caſc of Plaralities, the wane 
of Paſtors and inſaffticiency of Liuings conſidered, 
”Poſite, that a man doth faichfully and inceflant! 
diuide his Jabours berweene wo Cures, which 
kinde of neceſſity I come novy to ſpeake of, inthe 
handling of Plaraluttes. 
For 
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For Pluraliies, in cale the number of able Mi- 
niſters were lufhcicnt, and the value of the Bene- 
fices were (uſficicat, then Plarelities were in no 
ſort tolleruble, Burt wee muſt rake heed we defire 
not contraries; For to defire that cucry pariſh 
ſhould bee furniſhed with a ſufficient Preacher, 
and to defire that Plaralures bee forthwith raken 
away, is to deſire things contrary, conſidering de 
fads, there are not ſufficient Preachers for ever 
Pariſh ; wherto adde likewiſe,that there is nor fuk 
ficient living and maintenance in many pariſhes 
to maintaine a Preacher,and it makes the impoſſi» 
bilicic yet much che greacer, The remedics i» re- 
rum 14'ar4 arc but three, Yen, Permwt ation, and 
Swpply. Y nion, ol ſuch Benefices as haue the Li- 
uing too {mall,& the pariſh not too great,and are 
adiaccnt. Permatation, tO make Benefices more 
compatible men bee ouer-ruled to ſome loſle in 
changing a better for a neerer. Supph, by ſiipen- 
daric Preachers tv bee rewarded with ſome libe- 
rall tipends to ſupply as they may, ſuch places 
which are vnfurniſhed of ſufficient Paſtors , as 
Queene Elizaberb 2mongt other her Chriſtian 
aCts , did exc certaine of them in Lenceſhire, 
towards which perſons, I ſee noreaſon bur rca- 
ding, Miniſters it they haue rich Benchces ſhould 
bee cluarged, 
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T oching the Pronificn for ſuf ficient 
maintenance im the Church. 


Ouching Church maintenance it is well to be 
weighed, what is /are divine, and what is /ure 
poſaive; it is a conſtimtion of the Divine law, 
where-from Humaine lawes cannot derogate; 
that thoſe that feed the flocke, ſhould live of the 
flocke; that choſe which (eruc at the Altar, ſhould 
live at the Altar ; and which diſpence Spjritua!! 
things,ſhould reape Temporall things, Of which 
it is ai{o an appeadix, that the propertion of this 
maintenance be not {mall or neceſſicious,but plen- 
tifull and libera!l; fo that all the places and offices 
in the Church haue ſuch a donation, that they 
may bee maintayned according to theyr ſcuerall 
Cegrees, is a conſtitution parmanent and perpe- 
tuall, But for particuſaritic of the endowment, 
whether it ſhould conſiſt in Tyrhes, or Lands, or 
perſons, or mixt, it ray make a queſtion of con. 
uenicnce ; but, no queſtion of preciſe necefſitic ; 
Azgaine, that the caſe of the Church De fa&s is 
{uch, that there is want in the Church of patrimo- 
nie, it confeſſed for the principall places ; name!y, 
the Biſhops liuings are in ſome particulars not 
ſufficient; and therefore inforced to bee ſupplyed 
by toleration of Commendams , things in them- 
{clues 
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ſcluzs vnfit and euer held of no good report, 
And as for the Benefices and Paſtors places, it 
is maniſeſt, that many of them were very weake 
and penurious; on the other (ide, that there was a 
time when the Church was rather burd:ned with 
ſuperfluitic then with lacke that is likewiſe zppa- 
. rant, bur it was long ſince, fo as the fault was in 
others, tize want redoundeth vpon vs againe, And 
therefore, that it were to bee wiſhed that Impro- 
priations were returned t5 the C!:urch as the pro- 
; perand naturall endowment thereof, As a thing 
Jikewiſe whereon mens j14gements will not much 
variz, Alſo, that it 1s an Impoſſibiiitic to preceed 
eyther to theyr rcſumprtion orredemption, is as 
plaine on the other fide z for men are lated in 
them by the higheſt aſſurence of the Kingdome, 
which is A of Parliament. and the value of them 
amounteth much aboue tenne Subſidies. And 
the Reſticution muſt of neceſſirie paſſe their hands 
in whoſe hands there is intereſt and poſſcſſion, 
But of theſe things which are manifeſtly rtue, to 
inferre aud ground ſome conclufions ; Firft, ſor 
mine owne pinion and f(ince I muſt confeſſe, 
let mee ſpeake it wi:h reverence, that all the Par- 
liaments ſince the 27. and 31. of King Hen.$. who 
gaue away Impropriztions from the Cherch, 
leeme to mee to ſtand in ſome fort obroxious and 
obliged to God in C'unlcience to doe ſomewliat 
for the Church, to icduce the Patrimonie there- 
ot of, 


( ©rtaine Conſiderations touching 


of to a competencie; for ſince they hauz dcbar- 
red Chrifts wite of a great part of her Dowric, it 
were reaſon they made hera competent Ioynuure, 
Next to fay, that Imprepriations ſhould bee 
onely charged, that carrycth neyther pcſſivilitie 
nor reaſon, Not poſhbiliric for the reaton touch- 
edbefore. Not reaſon becauſc if it be conceived 
that any other perſons bee charged it thould bce 
a recharge or dout le eharge, im as much as hee 
th eythes to the Church, fo the Realme 
hath taken that away gaine from the Church , 
and gaue them ro the King, as they might giue 
their tenth ſheaffe, or ninth ſheaffe ; and there 
fore, the firſt guift beeing evacuated , it can- 
not goe in defcazance or Ciſgrace of that perpe- 
euall bond whereby men are bound to maintaine 
Gods Miniſters, As we ſce in example, that 
divers godly ard wel! diſpoſed perſons doe put 
in vre who arc conrent to increaſe their Preachers 
livings , which thoughin Law it bee but a bene- 
volence, yet before God, it is but a conſcience, 
Farther that Impropri. tions ſhould not be tome. 
what more dceepely charged ten other reve. 
news of like valuezme thi: kes cannot well be Ce- 
ny:4, both in regard of the anciert claime of 
the Church and the ir.cc.ition of. the f1: i} grvcr, 
And 22-ine, becauſe they have paſedinas/u:t. 
en btverre man and min ſorta bat atihe ef, 1114, 
In; tid of the ſua pretence or lane in Con'is. 
ence 
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exce beſere God : But of this pojne conching l 
Church mainrainance, I doe not thinks fiteo'en=" 
rer into afarther particularitie , but, reſerue "the- .. 
ſme to a fatter time, 

Thus haue I ir. all humbleres ang fiaceritic of 
heart, to vhe beſt of mine vnderſtanding, gi 
your Majeſtic tribute of my cores.ahd anaiin. 
ors in this holy vuſineſſe, ſo highly ding 
ro Gods glorie, your Maicflies honor, and hie 
pzace and welfare of your States;in fo mych,asI 
am perſwaced the Papilts-chem{c}ues Gould 
not need ſo much the feverineof- the ' penall 
Lawes, if the ſword of the Spuriz weae bet- 
ter edged , by ſtrengrhening. the: aurhoritie 
and ſuppreſſing the abulcs in the'Chmch, 


To conclude therefore, renuing my moſt 
bumble ſubmiſſion of all chat Thaue ſaid,to your 
Majeſties moſt high wiſedome ; and-agaide, 
moſt humb'y craving pardon tor my errour 
commitred in this writing, with the ſame 
weakneſſe of Iudgement which irffered me to 
commit them, would nor ſuff:r mee to diſcover 
them, Iend with my devout and lervent prayer 
to God, that as bee hath made your V aieftic 
the coiner lore in joyning your two King- 
domes, ſo ycurray bee alſo as a corner fionc ro 
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nite. and nic together cheſe differences i 
Church of G OD, 19 whole ———_ - 
- and never ercing DireQi-n, I commend 7 
your Majeſttcs Sacre.! perſon and 
all your doings, 
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